Govt to bridge language barrier with East-Asian countries
A thrust from the top on giving a push to Chinese, Japanese and Korean languages - after decades of promoting French, German and Spanish - is expected to take a concrete shape over the next two months. Grappling with a shortfall of people proficient in these East-Asian languages, the UPA government is now taking keen interest in building a large pool of language experts. 

Top government sources told The Indian Express that the Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry has been entrusted with the task of establishing a "National Translation Mission" to fulfill this goal. A senior government official said: "As the country witnesses more and more MNCs from China, Japan and Korea setting up businesses here, it is facing a deep scarcity of proficient language experts. This has prompted the government to take note of this shortfall and tackling it in a mission mode." 

According to sources, the scarcity of language experts is not only being felt by the corporate sector, but also by the government as its political and diplomatic engagements are on the upswing. The proposal was first mooted by the National Knowledge Commission, a high-profile think-tank headed by Sam Pitroda and which reports directly to the Prime Minister. Singh is said to have forwarded the proposal to the HRD ministry for working out the modalities. 

The Planning Commission, which is the nodal government agency for liaising with the NKC, has also been asked to work in coordination with the HRD ministry for setting up this mission. 

Once the mission is established, it is expected to help in setting up "elaborate" foreign language departments in universities, colleges and even schools, so that it becomes an "active" subject of study. "Even the IITs and IIMs, among other engineering and management institutes will have full-fledged language training facilities. The languages will also be introduced in the in-service training programmers for Defense personnel," the official said. 

The proposal, sources said, was recently taken up in the meeting of the Working Group on Language development, which is constituted by the Planning Commission and is expected to provide inputs for the XI th five-year-plan. The NKC, in its proposal, has suggested keeping aside Rs 250 crore for the National Translation Mission for the next five years. 

The government is expected to keep this in the next five-year-plan - to be finalized in the next two months - so that the country's need for more translators and interpreters is fulfilled. 

